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Condition of Light:
Weather Info Src:
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Printed on : 3/11/2012 12:33:20 PM

Type of Flight Operation:
Reg. Flight Conducted Under:

4
43
35
240

None

Private; Single-engine Land

52

After  the  airplane  reached  its  cruising  altitude  of  3,000  feet, the engine lost power.  The pilot cycled the magnetos and applied
carburetor  heat; however, engine power was not regained.  The pilot then performed a forced landing to a field, during which the airplane
impacted  a fence.  Examination of the engine revealed the magnetos did not produce spark when tested.  The magnetos were disassembled and
it  was  noted  that  the  left magneto had a shorted condenser and the right magneto points were almost closed.  The right magneto points
were  properly adjusted; the magneto was tested and produced spark.  According to the aircraft maintenance records, the magnetos were last
overhauled 40 years prior to the accident, and had accumulated 500 hours of operation since then.
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
The failure of both magnetos which resulted in a loss of engine power during cruise flight.

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         LOSS OF ENGINE POWER
Phase of Operation:  CRUISE

Findings
     1.  (C) IGNITION SYSTEM,MAGNETO - FAILURE
----------

Occurrence #2:         FORCED LANDING
Phase of Operation:  EMERGENCY DESCENT/LANDING
----------

Occurrence #3:         ON GROUND/WATER COLLISION WITH OBJECT
Phase of Operation:  LANDING - ROLL

Findings
     2.  OBJECT - FENCE

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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